Return to the Struggle
to finance the journey myself. But I was very
soon disappointed, as were the police. They had
expected that my passport would not be in order and
that they could, therefore, arrest me ; but my papers
were absolutely valid and there was nothing with
which they could find fault. They excused themselves
for annoying me during the night and I had to pay
out the last of my money for the return trip.
Conditions in Germany were gradually coming to
a head. Day by day the misery increased in both the
occupied and the unoccupied territory. The extremists
of the Right demanded active resistance and com-
mitted several acts of violence in the occupied territory.
This could only hurt the German cause, which had
aroused great sympathy in large parts of the world.
Military aggression, the unjust occupation of German
soil in peace time, could be dealt with effectively only
through passive resistance. These acts of sabotage
made many of us uneasy. We were unwilling to join
in a united front with those who, we already suspected,
would prefer power politics to the politics of reason if
they ever held the reins. The government did not
stand behind the saboteurs. But as long as an un-
broken front was necessary to meet the menace of
French militarism and capitalism, we dared not disrupt
it.
In historic periods when every decision and act
carries a heavy responsibility, a leader's task is very
difficult both politically and personally. A leader who
wishes to be taken seriously dares not simplify problems
for the sake of mere popularity. In that hour the fate
of the working class could not be separated from the
fate of the nation, however different the results of the
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